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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — ESPERANCE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the McGowan 
government’s response to a fatal shark attack that happened on 5 January this year near Cull Island, which is 
located several kilometres offshore from Esperance. This tragic incident—the second fatal shark attack in the area 
in less than three years—occurred when Esperance local Gary Johnson was on a recreational dive with his spouse, 
Karen Milligan. I offer my deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Mr Johnson, as well as to the Esperance 
community more generally. Soon after this attack, I visited Esperance and met Ms Milligan, the first responders 
to the attack who performed an amazing job under highly stressful conditions, representatives from the local shire 
council and community groups concerned about shark mitigation measures in the area. We held open and honest 
discussions, and as a result identified a number of opportunities to improve shark hazard mitigation in the area. 
Mr Speaker, I am sure you are aware that the McGowan government has done more than any other to mitigate the 
risks associated with shark attacks. It has committed at least $28 million to implement measures that include the 
continuation of WA’s shark tagging program, the subsidisation of personal shark deterrent technologies, the extension 
of the shark monitoring network, improved communication measures to assist shark hazard response, renewed 
aerial and beach patrols, and to fund a SMART drum line trial. 

Following this most recent attack I tasked Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development staff to 
work with the Esperance shire council to install shark warning towers and deploy two additional shark monitoring 
network receiver buoys to enhance coverage along the Esperance coast. I am advised that installation work on the 
three warning towers, which will emit visual and audible warnings when sharks are sighted near popular beaches, 
began today. Nine shark warning alert towers have already been in operation on the Gracetown coast for almost 
a year to support DPIRD’s SMART drum line trial. Work on installing the two new receiver buoys at Twilight Beach, 
a popular family swimming beach, will start later this week or early next week, and boost the coverage of the existing 
shark monitoring network. 

In closing, I urge all members of the community to report any shark sightings to the water police on 9442 8600; 
doing so could help save lives. 
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